The Unique Characteristic of the Second Radical - 
LKJi /fp - of the Three Letter Arabic Verb 


Arabic verbs are generally composed of three letters. The scholars of the Arabic grammar call these letters 

* ' * # 

as “ THREE RADICALS”. Verbs composed of three radicals are called J-*3. 

The verb (he did) has been adopted by the scholars of Arabic grammar as the NORM ( Pattern, 

„ s > 

Model, Archetype, Standard or Ojj ) for the Jaa!' . The letter ‘O” represents the first radical, 

the second radical and “ J” the third radical. 

(he wrote); here is the first radical or ‘WASJ' s-li , 

CJ is the second radical or and 

*-J is the third radical or ft. 

Now the important fact is that in all the three letter verbs in their root form, which is the past tense 

J" 11 ) ■ 

The first radical - *1$ , is always Fatah . 

The second radical - , may have any of the three vowel signs: Fatah, Kasrah or Dummah. 

The third radical - jUl£)l , is again always Fatah. 

, for instance, has Fatah on the second radical, £■«-*'> has a Kasrah and *-J ~ has a Dummah. 

On the first and third radicals ( \ J f.\3 ) the above verbs have Fatah. 

s 0 / Jl o 

Now the same characteristic of the second radical - - of the past tense - - will be 

Ji > Ji ^ 

observed when the three letter verb is put in the present tense - . That is to say that in the 

Jl Jl Jl o s JJ 0 

JiflJ' - present tense - the second radical - — may have a Fatah, Kasrah or Dummah. 

In other words, one can say that in the three letter verbs “ all the action takes place on the second radical 
<uj£jl j+Z ”, This is very nicely and beautifully explained in the following verses. 
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What is This Riddle in the Form of a Poem? 
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Fatah will change into Dummah 

^ p jl of 

A changes into U 

Fatah will change into Kasrah 

0 ^ f ♦ 

A changes into I 

Or Fatah will remain Fatah 

/ 

♦ 4 ■''/ 0 ♦ 

pu^tsd 

A remains same A 

Dummah will always be Dummah 

in p 4 L, 

(W 9 f** 9 

U will always be U 

Kasrah will change into Fatah 

0 ♦ 0 ^ 

I will change into A 

Or it will remain same 

atf^r 

Or I will remain same I 


The Unique Characteristic of the Second Radical - 
LKli Up - of the Three Letter Arabic Verb 


oijji = Groups. 

s * s 4 

If in the there is a Fatah on the 

l Q 0 

it can change into Dummah in the for example (Group A - U) or 

* ® 4 ^ x 

it can change into Kasrah for example (Group A - I) : o or 

o x 

it can remain same for example (Group A - A) '■ . 

s s * * * 

But if it has Dummah on the 4*-^' in then in J*p' 

it will always have Dummah for example (Group U - U) ■ ?/ ■ 


If the has a Kasrah in 

^ * * * 0 

it will change into Fatah in 
it will remain same 


for example (Group I - A) or 

J* o x x / 

for example (Group I - 1) <*-— -*^sj : . 
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The Conjugation of the Present Tense - J*iJ 


4o*>lP 


He writes 

They (2 men) write 

They (more than 2 men) 
write 

She writes 

They (2 women) write 


They (more than 2 
women) write 


You (man) write 

You (2 men) write 

You (more than 2 men) 
write 

You (woman) write 

You (2 women) write 


You (more than 2 
women) write 


I (male or female) write 

We (male or female) 
write 


But it can also * so * s f ' ' -* 

be present in Hidden = NIL jjb 

Dummah the sentence ' " * 

‘ Alif’ of Dual Ji\ °J4 . (J4) I ill j U Jb 

‘Waw’ of j'c h /ix V " ° 1 

Plural J’J - O’J) J (5 0 (►* 

But it can also & so } s > /s* s s 

be present in Hidden - NIL O cAj' ,J& 

the sentence "" * Sr' 

‘Alif’ of Dual Jh UJj - (j4) I 01 o Ua 


‘Alif’ of Dual 

‘Waw’ of 

Plural 


But it can also 

be present in Hidden 

Dummah the sentence 


This form does women kind 
NOT change 


> ' 

0 c) tji - 


0 j 


0%s*s SS % 


Dummah 


Hidden 


Always * * .... L. -* V'~ 

Hidden Hidden = 1 NIL ° 

‘Alif’ of Dual Jill Lilj - (Lilt) I 01 o jU>J Us! I 

iitU-l j'j - (jlj) J 0) O 0^ *s!t 


v ‘Alif’ of 

w Dual 

3^ ‘Nun’ of the 

This form does women kind 

NOT change 


(cil) - s Ji 

lAJj - (LAlf) ' 

o ^ ✓ 

0 1 - 0 0 


UaSf 


0*Ss 4 lot 


Dummah 


Dummah 


Always 

Hidden 

Always 

Hidden 




Hidden 


Hidden 


NIL t) 


CJsi 


0 > ^ 

(*) Sign of mudaria ( ) which comes in the form of Prefixes i.e. 0, I, o, is. 

0*0 ' s , * / ' 

To negate jliuJt JiiJt , the particle , called ^£3' 3^>- (SJGl *i), is brought before it. For 

* o° £ ° ' 

example: The girl does not read: clil l> s V . 

The also contains the meaning of future in itself along with present but prefixing it 

with 'j* or 3y-) makes it for future only . For example: 

S> & a S> & O ' 

The student will write U^!ai\ LiSw or L>ySal\ LiSsJ L . 

o'” * *° > o ° 

For the expression may write, the word 3 is placed before J*iil for example: I may go to 

his house: or she may write to him: ItS 
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